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Vivian Wood: Cancer fight turned nurse into activist 

January 28, 2006 

BY JOE ROSSITER 
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER 

 

Vivian Wood was 36 years old when she was diagnosed with breast cancer. 
She made a courageous decision. Instead of focusing on the negative aspects of the disease, she would 
commit her energy toward helping other women in the same condition by raising money, as well as 
awareness, for breast cancer research. 
"There were ups and downs, but she would always rally," said her husband, Chris Wood. "Somehow, 
throughout the ordeal, she always remained upbeat and optimistic." 
Mrs. Wood, a mother and registered nurse, died Tuesday of breast cancer at her home in Dearborn. She 
was 42. 
As an ambassador for breast cancer awareness, Mrs. Wood helped raise tens of thousands of dollars by 
participating in events like the American Cancer Society's Relay for Life and Making Strides. 
She was a founding member of Cool Chicks Conquering Cancer, a group of friends named for the four 
breast cancer survivors who dedicated themselves to the cause. Mrs. Wood was the second member of the 
group to die. 
Susan Miller Anderson, another member of Cool Chicks, first met Mrs. Wood at a support group meeting. 
She recalled: "She was bald and very beautiful, and made me first realize that I could handle this; it's OK to 
be this way. She was very special." 
Born in Detroit, Mrs. Wood graduated from Grosse Ile High School in 1981. She attended Eastern Michigan 
University and graduated in 1985 with a degree in social work. Several years later, she became a registered 
nurse and worked at Wyandotte Hospital. 
She married Chris Wood in 1991. 
Mrs. Wood had an artistic flair and started her own jewelry business, My Beloved Beads. She fashioned 
colorful necklaces, bracelets and earrings out of crystal beads and charms, selling them at school bazaars 
and church fairs. She donated some of the proceeds to the American Cancer Society. 
"I think it became very therapeutic for her," said her husband. "She would invite friends over and say, 'Let's 
make jewelry.' There were beads everywhere." 
As her pain increased and the chemotherapy ceased doing its job, Mrs. Wood began to tire more often. 
"She fought the good fight," Chris Wood said. "Now she's pain-free and that's what we all wanted." 
In addition to her husband, survivors include a son, Michael; a daughter, Emma; her mother, Kathleen 
Herrero; two sisters, and several nieces and nephews. 
 
Contact JOE ROSSITER at 313-222-6594 or jrossiter@freepress.com. 
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Hello Neighbor- 
 
 
One measure of the strength of a community is the number of selfless deeds done by its members.  
By this measure Springwells Park is an outstanding community. 
 
I don’t want to embarrass anyone here, but I have seen and heard amazing stories of neighbors 
helping neighbors.  Some involve deeds as simple as taking trash cans to the street and back for an 
elderly neighbor, or taking care of someone’s lawn while they’re out of town.  We have neighbors 
who have spent weeks cooking meals and doing laundry for someone who is ill.  There are 
neighbors chasing squirrels out of basements and shoveling snow.  We rake other’s leaves and pick 
up litter.  We have even redecorated entire homes as a neighborly favor…all with no expectation 
of being repaid.   
 
Thanks for making our community the best anywhere.  You know who you are and there are many 
of you.  So thanks –from all who have been the recipient of a kind neighborly deed, to all who 
have done these deeds.  You are the heartbeat of the community of Springwells Park. 
 
If you have an exceptional neighbor that you would like us to acknowledge, let us know, and we’ll 
find a way to recognize their efforts. 
 
 
While we’re on the topic of our strong community, there are several SPA community events that 
allow you to meet your neighbors.  You might just be surprised how fun your neighborhood is!  
Nancy and I have been to most of these events and greatly enjoyed each one.  The hardest part is 
deciding to participate.  So get out and get involved.  A complete schedule of events can be found 
in this newsletter or at www.springwellspark.org.  See you soon! 
 
 
Warm Regards, 
 
Darby O’Reilly 
4 Adams 

����

 



The following is a list of the upcoming annual events sponsored by SPA.  I’ve tried to fix the dates of these 
events, so you can include them on your calendar well into the future! Please contact the event chairperson 

to learn more or to volunteer.  Help is always needed! 
 

Easter Egg Hunt: April 8, 2006 (Sat. 1 wk before Easter) 

Maria Zang......................................982-0260 

Progressive Dinner: May 6, 2006 (resch. from April 29th) 

Julie Sweeny...................................336-7482 

Flower Sale: May 20, 2006 (Third Saturday in May) 

Flower Sale  Jim Shepard.................336-4223 

Garage Sale: June 24, 2006 (1st Sat. of Summer -after June 21st) 

Carolyn & Ron Witte ……………..271-5459 

Scavenger Hunt: August 5, 2006 (First Saturday in August) 

Darby O'Reilly................................336-3316 

Picnic: August 26, 2006 (Sat. 1 wk before Labor Day) 

Fred & Lynnly Piasecki....................441-1955 

Halloween Party: October 29, 2006 (Last Sunday in October) 

Nancy O'Reilly................................336-3316 

Santa Trolley: December 15, 2006 (2 Fridays before Christmas) 

Velvet Boileau.................................441-2945 
 
 
 



 

         

The new “S” stickers are in.  Instead of a 

bumper sticker, the new “S” is a window film.  Simply 

peel and apply to the lower driver’s side of your 

windshield- you can easily remove it at anytime.  Stickers 

will be handed out at the General meeting or by your area 

rep.  The stickers are free to all residents of Springwells 

Park.  Please put one in each of your cars. 

 

 

Three Springwells Park signs that once marked the e ntrances 
will be replaced early this spring. 

___________________________________________ 

ANNUAL SPA EASTER EGG HUNT 

Date:  Sat April 8 th 

Time:  11AM  

Location:  In the common area behind 9 Duxbury  

Coordinator:  Maria  

Call with questions or to volunteer.  

 

What are the chances of this 

happening?....This year St. Patrick's Day falls 

on a Friday!  Due to this rare astrological 

event, the March Springwells Park Happy 

Hour can at once celebrate 1) Friday, 2) St. 

Patrick's Day and 3) Spring!  So, the next 

Springwells Park Happy Hour will be 6pm 

Friday March 17th at Nancy and Darby 

O'Reilly's house.  All neighbors are 

welcome!  This is a BYOB/casual format.   

 

 
 
Santa and Mrs. Claus visited Springwells Park on 
December16th, passing out treats and posing for 
pictures on the Trolley.  It was a wonderful night 
spent sipping hot chocolate and telling Santa all about 
Christmas wishes. 107 children, along with family, 
friends, and neighbors, enjoyed the annual holiday 
gathering.    
 
Santa’s helpers were awesome this year!  Thank you 
to Matt and Chris M, Karin S, John and Joe P, Carole 
W, and Cindy P for making this event a success.    
 
Thank you to Gary Kuhlman of Park Place for 
donating the hot chocolate and to Robert Leinen, our 
City Liaison, for arranging the sound truck and squad 
car. 

�



 

 

 
 

 
 
Submitted by:  Diana Watson 
 
This past winter was a long one…but we have all 
survived.  Now it’s time to get out of the house and 
enjoy the warm weather.  During the work week it is 
amazing how many individuals who work near our 
neighborhood make Springwells Park their lunch time 
destination for walk.  In the evenings our streets and 
common walks are filled with neighbors who walk, jog, 
bike or chat with other neighbors.    

So it’s time to put that beautiful face back on our 
neighborhood.  Take a walk around your property.  Are 
your garbage pails out of site?  Are your yard tools 
stored away?  Do you have shutters in need of painting 
or coming lose from the house? Are there still leaves 
that need raking from last fall?  Does your yard need re-
seeding this year or your garden beds need attention?  
Is this the year you want to get that major landscaping 
project done?  Remember, your immediate neighbors 
must look at your property every time they step out their 
door or look out their window.  Springwells Park is such 
a beautiful neighborhood to call home.  There are so 
many beautiful yards and gardens to enjoy and inspire 
us.   That’s why SPA is again offering the opportunity to 
get a rebate from the Association for having the city 
plant a tree in the easements.  We are also having our 
impatiens sale to make it easy for our neighbors to have 
the ability to plant flowers.   If your cul-de-sac would like 
to enhance your island, SPA has a program to help 
defray some of those costs as well.  Just ask your 
neighborhood representative or a board member to find 
out how to take advantage of this! 

 
 

 
Submitted by:  Arnika E  

 
Get rid of your unwanted items through 
Freecycle.  You post your unwanted 
items on Freecycle.  People email you 
asking for your unwanted items.  Then 
they come to your home (or other 
location you choose) and pick them up. 
The Freecycle Network™ is made up of 
many individual groups across the globe. 
It's a grassroots movement of people 
who are giving (& getting) stuff for free in 
their own towns. Each local group is run 
by a local volunteer moderator. 
Membership is free. To sign up, go 
directly to the Web site for your local 
group by clicking on your community's 
link on the left.  
The Freecycle Network was started in 
May 2003 to promote waste reduction in 
Tucson's downtown and help save 
desert landscape from being taken over 
by landfills. The Network provides 
individuals and non-profits an electronic 
forum to "recycle" unwanted items. One 
person's trash can truly be another's 
treasure!  www.freecycle.org 



 
 

Spring is around the corner in most parts of the country, and soon the lawn grasses will begin growing again. 
What can you do to ensure you have a beautiful lawn this summer? Here are some tips.  

1. Evaluate your lawn, looking for low spots where water collects. Grasses need good drainage, so fill in 
those spots with topsoil or consider planting water-loving perennials there instead of lawn. If there are 
areas worn by repeated walking, install a path or stepping stones.  

2. Gently rake and remove old leaves, sticks, and other debris from the lawn.  
3. Test the soil. You can use a home soil test kit or send a sample to a testing service. Soil should be tested 

every few years so you can make the necessary adjustments in pH and nutrient levels.  
4. Most lawn grasses grow best when the soil pH (a measurement of acidity/alkalinity) is between 6.0 and 

7.0. If your soil test indicates the pH is lower than 6, apply lime to "sweeten" it.  
5. Wait to apply fertilizer until the grass is actively growing. Once growth begins, use a broadcast 

spreader, such as a spreader, to apply a lawn fertilizer, ideally one that contains some slow-release 
nitrogen. Because lawn fertilizers are high in nitrogen, avoid spreading lawn fertilizer in perennial 
beds or under flowering shrubs, because nitrogen encourages lush foliage at the expense of blooms.  

6. Evaluate bare spots to determine the problem. For example, grass won't thrive in dense shade, so 
consider planting a shade-loving ground cover under trees. Wet areas, spots where topsoil is thin due to 
buried rocks, and compacted soils can all lead to poor grass growth. You'll want to fix the problem, if 
possible, before reseeding.  

7. When reseeding bare spots, choose the proper type of grass for your growing conditions. Prepare the 
area by loosening the soil if it is compacted, adding some compost, and raking it smooth. Sow the grass 
seed and lightly rake it in, then water gently. Cover the area with a thin layer of straw to conserve 
moisture and discourage birds from eating the seed.  

8. If the weather is dry, water established lawns deeply, but no more than once a week. Frequent light 
sprinklings encourage shallow roots that are susceptible to drying out. The exception to this is newly 
planted areas, which need watering every few days until the grass is growing strongly.  

9. The best deterrent to weeds is a lush, healthy lawn, so concentrate your efforts on providing the grass 
with the best growing conditions possible, which include plenty of sun and rich, well-drained soil. 
Hand-pull the occasional weed. If you choose to use herbicides, follow label directions and remember 
they may damage perennials and shrubs, so apply them with care.  

10. If you are renovating a large area, loosen the soil by tilling, then add compost to boost the soil's 
nutrient levels and encourage beneficial organisms. Rake the area flat, sow the seed, gently rake it in 
then roll it with a lawn roller to compress the seed into the soil. Broadcast a high phosphorus fertilizer 
to promote strong root growth. Water and cover the area with a thin layer of straw.  

11. If your soil is compacted, aerate your lawn to allow water and fertilizers to better reach roots. Then 
apply a thin layer of compost over the lawn to provide nutrients and feed soil organism, such as 
earthworms, that help keep soil from compacting. A tow-behind aerator makes it easy.  

12. Lawn grasses differ in the type of care they need. For example, some grasses are prone to thatch 
buildup more than others, and warm-season grasses should be mowed at a lower height than cool-
season grasses. Try to determine what type of grass you have so you can care for it properly.  

The above tips were copied from a garden magazine a nd submitted by the newsletter Edito 



 
Sixty-six years ago, in 1940, Mario and Camilla Binell purchased a lot and built a home at 9 Duxbury Lane.  At 
the time the lot was purchased, only three other lots on Duxbury had been sold.  The Binell home was 
completed in 1941 and they moved in with their daughter Carolyn.   
 
Over the next several years, two more children were born; Judy and Robert.  The children all grew up in the 
Duxbury home and Camilla still resides there.  All three children remained in Dearborn.   
 
In 1998, Carolyn and her husband Ron, moved back to Springwells Park to 8 Duxbury Lane across the street 
from Carolyn’s mother Camilla.   
 
In 2001 Carolyn’s son and daughter-in-law, Paul and Anet Brown, along with their daughter Siera and son 
Brandon, fell in love with Springwells Park.  The Brown family moved to Adams Lane where they currently 
reside.   
 
This completes four generations living in Springwells from 1941 to present.  Camilla has been here 66 years!   

 

Thanks for visiting our website at www.springwellspark.org.  Our 

site is gaining in popularity each week.  During all of 2005 there were just over 1600 visitors to our website.  

In the first two months of 2006, we have had nearly 900 visits – on pace for over 5,000 visitors this year!!  

It’s fun.  It’s informative, and it promotes our neighborhood.  So, visit often and help us with the content.  

Which brings me to this… 

Help promote our neighborhood by sharing your story … We have created a new section on our 

website called We Are Springwells Park.  The idea is to share stories with one another.  Below are the 

topics we are pursuing.  

·  New Neighbors:  Have you been in the neighborhood f or five years or less?   Would you take a 

few minutes to tell us how you found SP and why you chose to live here?  
·  All in the Family:  Do you have multiple family mem bers also living (in different homes) in 

SP?  Would you take a few minutes to tell us your family’s story?   Ref. the Camilla Binell family 

story above. 
·  Came and never left:  Have you lived in SP for more  than 20 years?   Would you take a few 

minutes to tell us when you moved to SP and what keeps you here?   Please help promote our 

neighborhood by telling us your story of enduring satisfaction living at Springwells Park!  
·  Human Interest:  Do you have an interesting job, ho bby or vacation experience you’d share 

with us?  Like the time you left the family dog at a truck stop in Arizona, and it beat you home?  Or 

the terrible storm you barely survived while sailing back from Put-In-Bay?  We want to hear your 

story!  (But don’t make it up like I just did.)   

Contact Darby O’Reilly at 336-3316 if you like to share your story and help promote SP 
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Mark your calendar and 
join us!  Be part of 

keeping this 
neighborhood as 

desirable as can be!   
 

All meetings will be held 
on the third Wednesday 
of the month! 
 
General Association 
meetings are held on the third 
Wednesday of the months of September, 
November, February, and May. They are 
held at St. Joseph’s Hall on Rotunda and 
begin at 7 pm. The next meeting is 
Wednesday, May 17! 
Everyone is invited to attend. 
The Executive Committee meetings are 
held on the third Wednesday of the 
month at the Apartment Clubhouse. They 
begin at 7 pm. The next meeting is 
Wednesday, March 15, 2006. 
Annual SPA Meeting:  TBD 
 

����

�

Grandpa Steve of Dover Lane turned 50 on 
October 20th, and his daughter Hanaa gave him 

the greatest gift of all.  She delivered his first 
grandchild, Ava, at 2 a.m. on October 21, 2005.  

Ava missed grandpa’s birthday by 2 hours!  
___________________________________________ 

���������		�
���������		�
���������		�
���������		�
���	�  was 
born on December 7, 2005 to Jeremy Long and 
Heather Maldegen Long of Danvers Lane. Ellery 
was 8lbs 5 oz and 21 1/4 inches at birth.  All are 

happy and healthy! 
 

�

 

 

 

 

 
         Michelle and Brian                          Arnika and Gunnar  
Coming this spring on Byfield-Berwick...three babies 
are due.  Lynnly and Fred P, Michelle and Brian H, and 
Arnika and Gunnar E are all expecting 
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March Meeting  

  Book: Interpreter of Maladies    

by Jhumpa Lahiri   

Date: Wednesday March 29, 7:30  

Place:   Nancy O'Reilly, 336-3316  

Book Club Collection 
May Meeting  

 Book: The Inextinguishable 
Symphony:  A True Story of Music 

and Love in Nazi Germany by Martin 

Goldsmith   

Date: Wednesday May 3, 7:30  

Place:  TBD; Book Club Collection 
June Meeting  

 

 

Book:  Lamb in Love  

By Carrie Brown  

Date: Wednesday June 7, 7:30  

Place:   TBD 

Book Club Collection 
July Meeting   

Book: The God of Small Things  
by Arundhati Roy   

Date: Wednesday July 5, 7:30  

Place:   TBD  

Book Club Collection 
Book Club Collections for May-July are 

subject to change due to 

availability.    Please contact Arnika 

Eskeland to verify. 

 

�������������������������������������������������������� ����

http://www.dearbornschools.org/parent/index.htm 
Other links that are of importance to our neighbors regarding 
school matters are also available on the main page: 
www.deabornschools.org 
 
Velvet B has volunteered to act as a school 
liaison for our neighborhood. If you have 
questions about the public schools, please contact 
Velvet. Children in our 
neighborhood boundaries attending public schools go to 
Geer Park Elementary, Stout Middle School, and Edsel Ford 
High School. Velvet plans to have input into the new school 
and will work with interested neighbors to communicate 
local issues. 

 
LUPUS INFORMATION 

If you have or know someone who has the disease of 
lupus, please feel free to call me, Marsha Luetjen. I 
have resided in Springswells Park since 1978. I am 
president of the Lupus Alliance of America, 
Michigan/Indiana Affiliate and host many educational 
meetings in the local area. Most of the meetings are 
informal and open to all. These meetings are free of 
charge. I welcome calls 7 days a week, but would 
prefer no calls after 7:30 in the evenings. My number 
is: 271-5487. 

�
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Dining/Kitchen Chandelier.   Heavy beveled 
glass and brass.  Traditional style.  Asking 

$20.  Amy at 441-6354 or 
amy_e_mills@wideopenwest.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kettler Trike similar to photo.  Gently used 2 
summers.  New was $130, asking $10.  Great 
for 2 and 3 year olds learning to peddle. Amy 

at 441-6354 or 
amy_e_mills@wideopenwest.com 

 

Let’s get the word out on this… 

FREE TREES – The Dearborn 

Parks Division is now taking orders for 

trees.  Trees will be planted between 

your sidewalk and the street 

sometime in April or May.  There are 

nine types of trees to choose from if 

you do not have overhead wires.  One 

type of tree is available if you do have 

overhead wires.  Call now as only 250 trees are available 

for this program.  Dearborn Parks: 943-2318.  If you know 

someone who would benefit from this program, feel free to 

reach out to them in person.  This can really improve our 

neighborhood. 

 

 

 

 

Need a Babysitter/Nanny? My name 

is Casey T, and I am a 20 year old 

female attending Central Michigan 

University. I am majoring in Child Development and 

have previously worked in daycares, day camps, 

and as a lifeguard. I have over 9 years of 

experience, and I have also been a sitter for 

neighborhood families since May of '05. This year I 

will be available beginning May 29 for all days of the 

week through August. Please give me a call, and I 

look forward to hearing from you! 
 

 
 

 


